
 
 
 

Worldpriest — a lay organisation of professional communications people 
dedicated to supporting the work of Catholic priests around the world 

 
 
Although many people in different parts of the world will be familiar with the work 
of Worldpriest, not everybody is aware of the good work this unique lay organisation 
has been undertaking since its foundation in Ireland in 2003. 
 
To understand how Worldpriest came into existence it is necessary to first look at 
the life of Marion Mulhall.  Marion who comes from County Wicklow – being 
educated at the Dominican convent in Wicklow town – later went on to pursue a 
successful career in advertising in Dublin. Indeed she later founded her own business 
which thrived for many years. Marion’s life was to be transformed on 15 January 
1994, when following a weekend retreat in Northern Ireland, she felt compelled to 
change direction in life and instead dedicated herself to the sanctification of priests 
around the world.  
 
‘I believe one of the greatest gifts the world has received is the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ, but through time the recognition and acceptance of this gift has become 
somewhat overshadowed, at times almost eclipsed from the hearts and minds of 
people’, says Marion, who is a lay Carmelite. Traditionally there has always been, in 
the hearts of committed Catholics, a great reverence for the priesthood. In 
respecting priests we are doing so because Christ’s ministry as ‘alter Christus’ or 
‘other Christ’ gives witness to Jesus Christ in society.   
 
Marion was the inspiration behind the establishment of Worldpriest, following an 
announcement by St John Paul II of a World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of 
Priests to be held annually on the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The reason for 
its formation in 2003 was to ‘Affirm the dignity, beauty and gift of the Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ to Humanity.’ Over time Marion has been joined by a dedicated team of 
committed people – both in Ireland and in the United States. 
 
The Annual Global Rosary Relay for the Sanctification of Priests 
Realising that prayer was at the centre of Worldpriest’s mission, an enormous step 
forward took place through the foundation of the Annual Global Rosary Relay for 
Priests, held each year in keeping with wishes of St John Paul II on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart. Now in its seventh year, this event sees a particular mystery of the 
Rosary prayed at a nominated half hour during this special day in thanksgiving to 
God for our priests, while imploring the protection and loving care of Our Lady, 
Mother of all priests.   
 
From midnight each year this initiative encircles the world in prayer, when the 
Rosary is prayed by millions of people, young and old, at 100 shrines in 50 countries 
worldwide.  



 
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Annual Rosary Relay for Priests, which has the 
Apostolic Blessing of Pope Francis, will be working in tandem with the Vatican 
authorities, when the relay event of praying the Rosary at 18.00 in St Peter’s Square 
coincides with the ending of a three-day retreat for the priests of the world given by 
Pope Francis.  
 
The authorities in Rome have expressed their sincere gratitude to Worldpriest for 
the organisation and coordination this unprecedented concentration of world prayer 
that is joined by people from five continents.  
 
Last week, in a message to Marion Mulhall, Fr Geno Sylva of the Pontifical Council of 
the New Evengelisation in Rome had the following request. ‘In your promotion of the 
Rosary Relay, would you please encourage priests to come to Rome for this 
important Jubilee event? We would be grateful for any assistance that you may 
provide us in getting the word out to the priests.’ 
 
‘To have reached the recognition of the highest authorities in the Church and to have 
received their gratitude has made us all feel totally vindicated in our persistent work 
over the years for the sanctification of priests,’ says Marion. 
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